
Arbor Foundations
A SOLID BASE TO BUILD UPON

Lesson 10: Law and Grace



A Few Weeks Ago…The Gospel

The Trinity

Grace

Our Salvation



Today

Law Grace?



1. What is “The Law”

• No single meaning in scripture

• We will break it down this way:
– God’s moral law, as summarized in 10 

commandments

– OT ceremonial/civil law, given specifically to the 
Israelites

– God’s commands—law in the “broad sense”.  
Includes:

• God’s moral law as expressed in the OT

• Christ and the apostles “fleshing out” of the moral law with 
more specific detail



Examples of “God’s Commands”

• Matt 5:27-28: "You have heard that it was said, 
'You shall not commit adultery.’  But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful 
intent has already committed adultery with her in 
his heart.

• 2 Thess 3:14: If anyone does not obey what we 
say in this letter, take note of that person, and 
have nothing to do with him, that he may be 
ashamed.



Principles Relating to Law and Grace

• The OT civil and ceremonial laws are no longer 
binding

• The 10 commandments are an expression of 
God’s moral law, and are still valid

• Our salvation is entirely by grace, not by adhering 
to God’s commands

• The Christian’s relationship to God’s commands

• We need to strive for the right balance between 
law and grace
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The OT Civil and Ceremonial Laws are 

No Longer Binding

• Symbolized by the curtain being torn in two

• Acts 10-11: Peter being shown neither he nor 
gentiles needed to comply with dietary laws

• Heb 10:1-18: Jesus is the one time perfect 
sacrifice, and OT sacrifices were only a 
shadow of what was to come

• Civil: Applied to nation of Israel

– Are still principles we can glean
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The 10 Commandments Are an Expression of 

God’s Moral Law, and Are Still Valid

• Jesus explicitly said that he did not come to 

abolish the law, but to fulfill it.

• Jesus’ teaching corrected and clarified 

misunderstandings about true meaning of the 

moral law

• The apostles in their writing seem to assume 

the validity of the 10 commandments
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Our Salvation is Entirely By Grace, Not by 

Adhering to God’s Commands

• This is absolutely foundational, and 

something we covered in detail when 

discussing the gospel

• Our relationship with God is not based on 

our adherence to the law/God’s 

commands—it’s based on Jesus’ 

adherence to the law.
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What is the Christian’s Relationship to 

God’s Commands?

• The law brings no condemnation to the Christian

• God’s commands define right and wrong more 
clearly than our conscience can

• God’s commands provide a “rule of life” for the 
believer

• We obey in RESPONSE to the grace we’ve been 
shown

• Obedience is the place of safety and blessing

• God’s commands are not burdensome
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Seeking the Right Balance Between 

Law and Grace

• Two things are true:

– Grace: We’re justified by Christ’s work

– Law: We should exert effort to obey God’s 

commands

• Note: these are not contrary/contradictory

• We should look to scripture for the overall 

balance



The Proposed Balance, Based on 

Scripture

• Dominant factor in Christian’s life is grace

• Obeying God’s commands is another part 

of every Christian’s life

– A major emphasis, but not the primary 

emphasis



Why Is it Difficult to Maintain This 

Balance?

• Factors:

– Personality

– Personal history

– Other factors

• We should attempt to recognize and 

account for our own personal imbalance 

(hard to do)
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So What?



Can We Distinguish the 10 Commandments 

from the Other OT Law?

• There are many ways the 10 commandments are unique:
– The 10 commandments are the first commands given on Mt. 

Sinai, given as a distinct set.

– The 10 commandments were verbally spoken by God such that 
all could hear (see Ex 20:22).

– The 10 commandents were the only laws written by the hand of 
God onto the stone (Ex. 32:16, Ex. 34:1, Ex. 34:38, Deut 4:13).  
The rest of the Mosaic law was spoken to and recorded by 
Moses.

– The 10 commandments were placed into the ark of the covenant.

– They are referred to as a unique group within scripture: “The Ten 
Commandments” (Ex 34:28, Deu 4:13, Deu 10:4).


